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“Catechesis is a responsibility 
of the entire Christian 
community. Christian 

initiation, indeed, should not 
be the work of catechists and 

priests alone,  
but of the whole community 

of the faithful.”

(General Directory for Catechesis, no. 220)

Together Each Achieves More! This was 
the motto that the principal announced on the 
first day of school of my first year of teaching. 
She was inviting us to understand that if we 
worked together and shared our gifts, talents 
and resources, and if we supported one 
another and operated out of a common vision, 
we and our students would do great things. 

I have never forgotten that motto. It is one that 
has stood the test of time throughout my years 
as an educator. Whether in the classroom, 
as a curriculum consultant, principal, 
superintendent or here in my role in the Office 
for Evangelization and Catechesis, TEAM has 
served as a motivator and the inspiration for 
moving forward. 

Together Each Achieves More! This is 
especially true with this edition of Encounter. 
The success of the newsletter depends 

on the contributions of numerous people 
from dioceses all over the country who so 
generously and willingly share the success 
stories of their work. There are stories from 
the dioceses of Gatineau, Edmonton, Toronto, 
Grand Falls, St-Jean-Longueuil, Corner 
Brook, St. John’s and beyond, and each 
demonstrates the importance of working 
together in order to achieve a common goal. 

It is in these pages and in the stories they 
tell that we are reminded of the words of 
Pope Francis: “The Church which ‘goes 
forth’ is a community of missionary disciples 
who take the first step, who are involved 
and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice.” 
(Evangelii Gaudium 24)

Together Each Achieves More!

Marg Shea-Lawrence
Director, Office for Evangelization & Catechesis
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
m.shea-lawrence@cccb.ca
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Recently, about 70 people from all parts of the 
Archdiocese of Gatineau braved the snowy 

January weather to gather for a day of study to 
help us look at how Pope Francis’s call to a pastoral 
and missionary conversion in the Church can be 
implemented in our diocese. Marie Chrétien, pastoral 
coordinator in the Archdiocese of Quebec, was invited 
to present a document issued by the Quebec bishops, 
The Missionary Shift of Christian Communities. The 
presentation did not shy away from the urgency of this 
needed shift – what is at stake is not only the existence 
of individual parishes, but the very capacity to 
continue to proclaim the Gospel in Quebec. This was 
not a surprise to the people in the room. This sober 
look at where we are as a Church in Quebec did not 
lead to a sense of despair, but rather a deep conviction 
that we are called to dig deeper into the source of our 
mission, the love of the Trinity, in order to proclaim 
the love of God in a world that is in such great need 
of that love. It is in this context that Archbishop 
Paul-André Durocher presented a reflection on 
the evolution of the church’s understanding of its 
mission: evangelization and solidarity (click here). 

Participants were invited to gather in small groups to 
discuss concrete steps they could take to focus more 
on evangelization and solidarity. They were asked to 
start with a reflection of what Christian communities 
had to stop doing, and what activities were not helpful, 
in taking this missionary shift. This solicited great 
discussion. People who had never met one another 
were quickly able to identify the activities that they 
have to stop doing to spend more time and resources 
on evangelization and solidarity. They were able 
to name the need to spend less time focusing on 
buildings and fundraising in order to provide more 
opportunities for adults to grow in their faith. As one 
participant noted, “I hope that people can go back into 

their respective milieus and ask your two questions 
when choices present themselves: Does it help people 
develop a living relationship with Jesus Christ? And 
does it help transform the world according to the 
vision of Jesus Christ? I know that I will be printing 
out those questions for the parish council. I will 
laminate them to put in the middle of the table at every 
meeting. It takes a concerted effort to change what we 
do, and part of that is putting in place a good process 
of ongoing discernment.”

For more information, please contact:

Julie Cool
Lay Pastoral Associate
St. Mark’s Parish, Archdiocese of Gatineau, Quebec
pastoral_agent_stmark@bellnet.ca

ThE MissionAry shifT of ChrisTiAn 
CoMMuniTiEs – A sTudy dAy in ThE 

ArChdioCEsE of GATinEAu
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http://www.eveques.qc.ca/documents/2016/ThemissionnaryShfit-February2016.pdf
http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/the_two_dimensions_of_the_pastoral_and_missionary_conversion.pdf


Made in the image and likeness of God, 
the human race has been entrusted 

with the stewardship of all of God’s creation. 
In a world where rapid industrialization is 
valued above all else, and despite genuine 
efforts to the contrary, our culture has 
shifted its primary focus away from the vital 
care we need to give our surroundings and 
our neighbours.

Camp Oselia* is a ministry of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton. We have 
adopted the teachings and principles of Pope 
Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’ – On Care 
for Our Common Home – to inspire everyone 
who comes to us to exercise our God-given 
mandate to be good stewards of the Earth. 

Our new C.O.R.E. Program (Camp Oselia: 
Restoration Earth) is a two-and-a-half day 
program for students, particularly Grade 
6, which was developed with resources and 
input from Development and Peace and the 
Edmonton Catholic and Elk Island Catholic 
School Districts. 

Through the lens of our faith, we offer instruction 
in co-operative leadership and Church teaching on 
social justice, emphasizing the importance of living 
sustainably and collaboratively. We shed light on how 
our consumerist mentality affects us and our local 
and world communities. In addition, we still find time 
to engage in classic camp activities such as archery, 
singing around campfires, and playing a variety of 
sports and games. All this is done in the context of 
personal and communal prayer and reflection.

“For many of my students, this may have been a life-
changing experience that they will not have again for 
a long time.”—Krista Long, Junior High Teacher, St. 
Catherine School, Edmonton

For more information, please contact:

Damian Rudiak
Director – Camp Oselia
Edmonton, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
Oselia@edmontoneparchy.com 

* The Ukrainian word oselia means “a transitional 
dwelling with a view to a longer-lasting abode.”

Camp Oselia – Planting the 
Seeds of Change

For more information on Camp Oselia programming you can visit www.camposelia.com.

Teachers and staff reminiscing after a session of the 

C.O.R.E. Program  Students and staff learning together and working in the ecological garden
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From Iraq to Grand Falls: 
Welcoming a Refugee Family

On September 21, 2016, the first day of 
autumn, the diocese of Grand Falls in 

Newfoundland welcomed a family from Iraq 
who had been living as refugees in Turkey 
for the previous three years. The diocese 
had been on a waiting list for a number of 
years to receive a refugee family. When we 
were finally approved, we had only a matter 
of days to get ready to welcome them at the 
Gander airport. 

Our family is composed of three people: 
Faner, the father; Sahab, the mother; 
and Laya, their two-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter. They arrived in a strange country, 

in a strange town, in the middle of the night. 
They knew just a few words of English, and 
carried their worldly possessions in a few 
small backpacks.

In the four months since they arrived, the 
family has been taking English classes, 
finding jobs to supplement their government 
stipend, getting their drivers’ licences, and 
acclimatizing to Newfoundland weather! 
Their gratitude knows no bounds. The 
people of their new home city, both 
professionals and neighbours, have 
welcomed this family with open hearts and 
open arms. Our experience has been

(cont’d on next page...)
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so positive with this young family that 
Bishop Daniels has given permission to 
welcome another refugee family as well as 
sponsor members of Faner’s and Sahab’s 
immediate family. We are most grateful to 
have this young family among us, and our 
refugee committee feels blessed to be able 
to provide a safe environment as well as 
the opportunity for this family to become 
successful Canadian citizens. 

For more information, please contact:

Reverend Brian Colbert
Director of Catechetics
Diocese of Grand Falls
ocybrian@gmail.com
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University-age Youth on a Mission:
Archdiocese of Toronto

Totus Tuus is a summer youth program 
in which teams of university-age 

missionaries travel to different parishes 
to run a week-long catechetical camp for 
youth entering grades 1 through 12. As Pope 
Paul VI said, “Modern man listens more 
willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and 
if he does listen to teachers, it is because 
they are witnesses” (Evangelii Nuntiandi 
41). The missionaries not only teach the 
Catholic faith through engaging catechesis, 
but by their very lives bear witness to the 
Gospel. They lead the youth in prayer and 
model for them a life lived with frequent 
recourse to the sacraments. Additionally, 
the missionaries demonstrate their fun 
personalities through games, songs and 
skits. The youth participants get to see these 
young adults who are on fire with love for 
Jesus and are joyfully serving the Church, 
and this sows in their hearts a desire for a 
dynamic faith.

As a former Totus Tuus Missionary, I 
have witnessed firsthand the fruits of this 

program in the parishes and in the lives of 
the missionaries. During training, I received 
solid catechesis and was immersed in prayer 
and the sacraments. The more I learned and 
experienced the faith, the deeper I fell in 
love with God. As my love deepened, I knew 
I wanted to live my life for Him alone. This 
discovery was a decisive turning point in my 
life because it set me on the path to strive 
for holiness and be a witness to the Gospel 
so that others may encounter Christ. When 
I was on mission in the parishes, I felt an 
indescribable joy and peace because I knew 
I was doing what I was called to do. Every 
day since this experience, I give myself again 
totally to Jesus through Mary in order to 
more fully say “yes” to His call.

For more information, please contact:

Fr. Frank Portelli
Director, Office of Catholic Youth
Archdiocese of Toronto
www.ocytoronto.org 
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The Diocese of St. Jean Longueuil, Quebec, 
has embarked on a new intergenerational 

model of catechesis. This new model, based 
on scripture, not only includes families with 
school-age children, but extends to toddlers 
and seniors, and indeed all members of 
our parish communities, thereby creating a 
welcoming, inclusive environment open to a 
lifelong experience of faith education.

The parishes of the diocese’s Saint John 
Paul II Pastoral Unit recently had their 
first experience with these new Inclusive, 
Intergenerational Community Gatherings. 

During this initial experience, participants 
listened to and reflected on the scripture 
reading from Mark 12:28-31 identifying the 
two greatest commandments. We then used 
the Blanket Exercise (Kairos Canada) to raise 
awareness of the story of the Indigenous 
peoples of Canada. All age groups learned 
together of the respect that Indigenous 
peoples have for the land, their community 
and their traditions. We heard of the hardship 
and sadness they experienced as well as 
the importance of listening to each other, 
developing healthy relationships, respecting 
people and tradition, and correcting past 
wrongs.

Following a short debriefing and a snack, 
participants were divided into groups 
according to age, where a number of age-
appropriate activities and discussions took 
place.

It was very interesting to discover that the 
experience of the Indigenous people was not 
new to a few of the young teens. They shared 
their thoughts on how new ideas might be 
introduced while respecting existing customs 
and traditions. They felt that it was important 
to talk and to listen to others, keeping 
communications open. They expressed the 
importance of being respectful and of knowing 
when an apology is in order, and identified the 
dangers in generalizing.

Before dispersing, the group gathered together 
in prayer with a new understanding of the 
importance of respect, love and reconciliation.

For more information, please contact:

Karen deKoninck
Pastoral Agent, Diocese of St-Jean-Longueuil
kdekoninck@yahoo.com 

A nEw AdvEnTurE in 
inTErGEnErATionAl CATEChEsis
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Saints Alive!
Diocese of Corner Brook & LAbrador

In the fall of 2016, after a comprehensive process of 
consultation and evaluation, a new resource was 

introduced to the catechetical program in our diocese. 
The program chosen was Alive in Christ, published by 
Our Sunday Visitor. We are now mid-way through the 
first year of use with this program and it is receiving 
great reviews from catechists and parents alike. 

In preparing to introduce this resource, we decided to 
prepare a series of “saint cards”, one for each month of 
the catechetical year. The main idea was to use these 
cards as an attendance incentive, giving out one card 
each month to those in attendance and offering a prize 
to those who collected a complete set over the course 
of the year. A secondary purpose was to help children 
and parents reconnect with some heroes of our faith. 
 
The resource itself does include profiles of saints 
in each chapter, but, given that it is an American 
publication, we wanted to present Canadian saints as 
well as saints of particular significance in our diocese 
to the parents and children in our programs. Thus, we 
have highlighted with our cards the two patron saints 

of our diocese – Saint Thérèse de Lisieux and Saint 
Joseph – as well as Canadian Saints Kateri Tekakwitha, 
Marguerite Bourgeoys and Brother André. Catechists 
have been given the link to the CCCB Office for 
Evangelization and Catechesis for more information 
on these saints.

Most parishes are using these saint cards with great 
success. Children are asking for them at their monthly 
sessions and catechists are looking for them for 
themselves. One of the unexpected outcomes from 
this activity was the reconnecting of the generations… 
children, parents and grandparents talking about the 
heroes of our faith. 

For more information, please contact:

Catherine (Kay) Jordan
Director, Office for Evangelization and Catechesis
Diocese of Corner Brook and Labrador
catherinejordan@nf.aibn.com
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ArChdioCEsE of sT. John’s – fAMily 
And inTErGEnErATionAl CATEChEsis

The Winter 2016 edition of Encounter included 
an article from the Archdiocese of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, about recent catechetical initiatives 
started under the leadership of Archbishop Currie. On 
the First Sunday of Advent 2015, an exciting journey 
started with a new family catechetical initiative 
implemented throughout the Archdiocese: Living 
Faith: A Family Resource. 

This family and intergenerational resource is available 
to people throughout the Archdiocese on a weekly 
basis. Certain key understandings remain at play.

There was a need to move away from school-based 
print textbook-type resources and create a resource 
that was more respectful of families and the realities 
of daily life – less school-centred and more suited to 
building, fostering and growing faith in the family. 
Resources needed to have a strong link to the Liturgy of 
the Word, the liturgical year and the life of the parish.

In this article, we would like to delve into and highlight 
some of the approaches being taken as we proceed 
through the Church’s liturgical years.

Each weekly resource is similar in approach: A 
presentation and reflection of the weekly Sunday 
scriptures, followed by activities and ideas for families 
to share faith around these scriptures. As well, there 
are doctrinal links supporting the Church’s life. Lastly, 
each week features profiles of how these scriptures and 
teachings are being lived in our world today and offers 
opportunities for dialogue and action about ways we 
all can bring the Good News to our world today.

As an exemplar, we will use the resource created for 
the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, developed 
for use on July 10, 2016. Each week begins by focusing 
on the Gospel for the coming Sunday. This Gospel is 
about the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The Gospel 
is presented at the very beginning. Then a reflection is 
offered, highlighting some of the main messages and 
teachings presented to the faithful. Some are longer 
than others, but the emphasis is on presenting in a 
clear, simple and meaningful way. This week highlights 
the needs of strangers in our midst, God’s love and 
human need.

(cont’d on next page...)
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The second page of the resource highlights some key 
messages in the Gospel and offers some activities that 
families, in their various forms in today’s society, can 
engage in throughout the coming week.

Different activities for a variety of ages are presented.
Discussions on how this Gospel applies to everyday 
family life are initiated through the use of activity and 
dialogue.

The third page is dedicated to the Church’s doctrine. 
Here there is a focus on what the Church teaches and 
an explanation of doctrine that is as plain and simple 
as possible. As the Gospel exhibits the motif of Mercy 
(and we were celebrating the Jubilee of Mercy that 
year), this was an opportunity to connect the Gospel to 
what the Church teaches about mercy. This page reflects 
our doctrinal connections in the catechetical process.

On the last page of the resource, we reflect on our 
world and how the Gospel is being lived and realized 
today. We connect our stories. International, national 
and local people, cultures and events in everyday life 
are highlighted here, and are illuminated to show 
how people of good will mirror the Good News in 
very tangible ways. This week, we reflect on a terrible 
tragedy that took place during the Second World War 
in our province. It is a powerful insight into being a 
Good Samaritan and the great impact it had on one 
who was victimized. 

(cont’d on next page...) 10



Each week we connect digital links for our people 
to explore. The link embedded in this article tells 
the story of this tragedy and its effects on numerous 
people. Visit the article at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JJkbkBbTaYI.

Each week brings with it a new resource. We have 
made great strides with audio and visual resources 
embedded within the resource. As well, all of our 
resources are archived by week on our Archdiocesan 
web page. Visit us at www.rcsj.org.

Archbishop Currie has asked that the weekly resource 
go out to everybody in the diocese, and particularly 
that it be attached to parish bulletins.

We are also pleased that as of October 2016, our 
resources are available digitally by subscription. We 
have a growing list of subscriptions – locally, regionally 
and internationally. People receive an email on Fridays 
with the current resource for the week.

Please feel free to subscribe using the following link: 
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L.

In this forum, we reach people and share where they 
are via the digital age. People receive weekly resources 
on their smart phones and tablets, and often share 
using the same forum.

Our resource is continually evolving. Over the past 
year, we have numerous teams of writers who have 
helped create and contribute to our catechetical 
initiative. It continues to be built throughout the 

Archdiocese as teams work collaboratively to teach 
using the liturgical years of the Church and the 
Gospels.

Besides being used in our parishes, our resource is 
used throughout our chaplaincies (seniors’ homes, 
hospitals and health care institutions, prisons, prayer 
groups and others). 

We receive very positive feedback about this initiative. 
Our people find it aesthetically pleasing, simple in 
approach, user-friendly for all types of families, and 
respectful of the learning needs of families in our fast-
paced society.

It is our hope that it will be of service to faith-
sharing groups, groups of friends, parish scripture 
study groups, those engaged in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, those engaged with preparing for 
sacraments, Liturgy of the Word with Children, and 
other communities.

In a future edition of Encounter, we will update you on 
resources we are exploring for use in our parishes to 
complement our catechetical initiatives.

Blessings to all,

Anne Walsh, D.Min and Edward Connolly, M.Ed 
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis
Archdiocese of St. John’s, NL
awalsh@rcsj.org
EConnolly@rcsj.org 
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Cross-Country Initiatives Set to Support 
Catholic School Tuition Payments

Schools and school boards from across Canada have 
carried out plans to support the Canadian Catholic 

School Trustees’ Association (CCSTA) Toonies for 
Tuition initiative.

For the past three years, the Conseil scolaire catholique 
du Nouvel-Ontario (CSCNO) has been holding a 
one-day blitz for the Toonies for Tuition campaign 
during Catholic Education Week, specifically on World 
Catholic Education Day.

This year, CSCNO plans to engage its Student Senate 
in promoting the 2017 campaign. The Student Senate 
is composed of the President of the Parliament of 
each of the school board’s nine high schools, as well 
as their two Student Trustees. CSCNO’s Director of 
Education, Lyse-Anne Papineau, is calling upon the 
Student Senate members for their leadership in iden-
tifying strategies for the Toonies campaign. They have 
expressed a keen interest in being part of the 2017 
campaign « Solidarité pour la scolarité » at CSCNO!

Meanwhile, at St. John Elementary School in Perth, 
Ontario, staff and students donned sports jerseys 
and hats in late November to support a Toonies for 
Tuition fundraiser. Each participating student was 
asked to donate $2, and the school raised $300. Then 
the Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic 
District School Board in the Peterborough region 
hosted a Toonies for Tuition fundraising day on 
December 2.

turning toonies into tuition
The money raised by these fundraisers goes directly 
to the CCSTA Endowment Fund. Each year, the 
Endowment Fund provides financial support to 
families living in provinces where Catholic schools 
receive partial or no government funding, and families 
are left to cover tuition costs if they wish to send their 
children to Catholic schools. The Endowment Fund 
receives applications every year to help cover some of 
those tuition fees.

Newfoundland Catholic schools receive no govern-
ment funding. As a result, the Endowment Fund has 
a deep connection with families in Newfoundland to 
help make their children’s Catholic education dreams 
a reality. Here is a testimonial from a student who 
benefited from the Endowment Fund:

“Financially, I could not afford tuition. 
This year is something special for me 
because for this academic school year, 
I received bursary support. That makes 
me so thankful to my school and for all 
of those people who support the bursary 
program, because the bursary program is 
not just financial support, it’s something 
that opens the door to a brighter life in the 
future of many people.”

To learn more about CCSTA Toonies for Tuition, visit 
www.ccsta.ca.

For more information, please contact:

Canadian Catholic School Trustrees’ Association
ccsta@ocsb.ca
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Share your Story!
To submit an article for Encounter, 

please email oec@cccb.ca

These  beautiful 3- to 5-minute image and text video 
reflections are inspired by the Gospels for Lent and 
Holy Week.  We also have a very special video prayer 
experience of the Stations of the cross.

Please see the samples below:
•	 Adult Lent Week 3
•	 Children Lent Week 2
•	 Youth Lent Week 1

Resource Websites
• Word on Fire
• Dynamic Catholic
• Lifelong Faith
• Emmaus Productions
• Divine Renovation
• Association for Canadian Catholic Adult 

Formation
• New Evangelization Summit

Live in Ottawa
and webcast to host sites across  

North America!

For a subscription to these Lent and Holy Week online 
videos, which includes access to our entire Emmaus 
online video library of over 130 prayer and meditation 
videos for adults, children and youth, please follow the 
link below or contact our office for immediate access.
http://liturgyritualprayer.com/videos

For more information, please contact:
Emmaus Productions Ministry
Email: emmauscanada@emmausproductions.com

The Emmaus Lent and 
Holy Week Online Videos

May 12-13, 2017
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https://vimeo.com/user25724315/review/201062555/8696c9bfbc
https://vimeo.com/user25724315/review/201775434/6b791c87ab
https://vimeo.com/user25724315/review/201062803/13aadb6f07
https://www.newevangelization.ca/
https://www.newevangelization.ca/
https://www.catholicadultformation.com/
http://www.divinerenovation.net/
http://www.emmausproductions.com/
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/
http://dynamiccatholic.com/
https://www.wordonfire.org/



